1. Use of the Qur’an, Sunnah, Ijma and Qiyas in Legal Thinking:
· QURAN:
Quran is the first source of Islamic law. It is a primary source which is independent of all sources. Quran in the divine, eternal and complete word of Allah which is a source of guidance for all Muslims. It contains a divine code of conduct for all Muslims which contains teachings for Muslims on how to lead lives. From the Quranic point of view, sovereignty belongs to Allah and therefore, the law formulated by Him in the form of the Quran is the fundamental law according to which He wants a Muslim to live both in his private and social life. It provides for him the knowledge of right and wrong, of the difference between the straight path and that which leads him astray. The Quranic law deals with beliefs, morality, worship, civil transactions, punishment for intentional injury to the human body, property and honor etcetera. Quoted below, are several injunctions of the Quran which set as guidance for individuals:
“Come not nigh to the orphan’s property except to improve it”. This verse explicitly speaks on the importance of how to treat an orphan’s property.
In matters of inheritance, the Quran lays down regulations for a just distribution of wealth left behind a deceased person. Theft is prohibited and punishment is laid down. Drinking wine, games of chance and charging interest are prohibited wiyhout a penalty being fixed. There are laws concerning false accusations, blood money and retaliation: “we ordained therein for them; life for life, eye for eye, nose for nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth and wounds equal foe equal…”
The Quranic law is perpetual and everlasting. It does not change with the passage of time. It is complete and final because no aspect of human life has been left without guidance and nothing more is needed to supplement all that is provided by it.
·    SUNNAH:
· History of the compilation of the Hadith:
There are three main stages in the compilation of Hadith. The first period dates from 571 AD to 661 AD. It covers the lifetime of the Holy Prophet’s Companions and the first 4 caliphs. Initially, during the lifetime of the Prophet, Hadith were preserved by mutual discussion  and were passed on verbally. But after his death, the need was felt to compile the scattered traditions. Hazrat Abu Huraira, a distinguished companion of the Prophet, compiled 5375 traditions in his book called Sahifa-e-Abu Huraira. Hazrat Ayesha also compiled 2210 traditions were known as the musnad of Ayesha. Hazrat Ali made an entire compilation on legal issues. Hazrat Abu Bakr also compiled 500 traditions which were passed on to Hazrat Ayesha.
This period was followed by the second stage of compilation, which is also known as Taba’een stage. It covers the lifetime of the followers of the companions of the Holy Prophet. During this time, graeter attention was given to the compilation of scattered traditions as many companions began to die. The Ummayad Caliph, Hazrat Umar Bin Abdul Aziz issued the order of compilation. In compliance with this order, all the Hadith were gathered into one compilation. As the century progressed, more authentic works started to come into light. Such as, Imam Abu Hanifa’s Kitab ul Athar and Imam Malik Bin Anas’ Al-Muwatta. Many Maliki and Shafi schools of thought were also formulated which gave the task of compilation more importance.
The third stage of compilation is the stage of Taba Taba’een (the age of the followers of Taba’een). This was the time when Hadith literature flourished. It is also known as the golden era of Hadith Collection. This compilation was done under great critical analysis. There were strict rules set for the traditions that were compiled in order to ensure their authenticity. The need for rules regarding Isnad (chain of narrators) and matn (text) was developed. There were six major books written during this period, which are known as the Sihah-e-Sitta. 
· Main Musnad and Musannaf Collections:
Isnad is the chain of narrators of a Hadith. Those collections of Hadith which are arranged according to the 1st narrator in the Isnad are called Musnad collections. One of the most renowned Musnad is the Musnad of Imam Ahmed Ibn Hanbal.
Matn is the main text of the Hadith. The compliations of Hadith on which the Hadith are arranged acoording to the topic are called Musannaf collections. For example, in a Musannaf collection, all Hadith regarding prayer would be in one chapter and all those regarding fasting would be in another. Some of the main Musannaf collections are:
· Sahih Bukhari
· Sahih Muslim
· Sunan Ibn Majah
· Sunan – e - Abu Daud
· Jami of Tirmizi
· Sunan Nasai
